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Introduction

John McVay (Chief Executive of Pact)
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What is ISAN?

...in really simple terms;

International Standards for identification;

Á ISBNïfor books

Á ISRCïfor music tracks

Á ISANïfor Films & TV shows ...and other AV content
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What is ISAN?

Á ISAN is a voluntary numbering system for the identification of audiovisual (AV) works, 

Á ISAN provides a unique, permanent and internationally recognised reference number. 

Á The ISAN number structure is as follows;

Á Different versions (e.g. edits, languages, media formats etc.) can be assigned a ñV-ISANò 

linked to the underlying AV work.

Á ISAN & V-ISAN are ISO standards (ISO 15706-1 & 15706-2)
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Digital Media - High Definition, Digital Streams & Platforms

ÁAACS encryption, as used on HD-DVD and Blu-ray discs, has made ISAN 
mandatory as its content identifier.

Á ISAN is compatible with many digital standards and platforms, including;

ˈMPEG, DVB, Windows Media Encoder, Microsoft Xbox & Zune, Apple iTunes, 
DCI (Digital Cinema), TV Anytime, ATSC, VoD and many others.
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How to register ISANôs 

ÁOn-line registration using ISAN UK website.

ÁBulk upload available for large volume registration. 
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On-line registration via our website ïwww.isan.org.uk 
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Web registration 

Simple step by 

step process,

Mandatory fields 

in bold
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ISAN database ïsearch for ñPlanet Earthò episodes
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ISAN database

works information 

for episode

ñFreshwaterò
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ISAN database ï2D Barcode for episode ñFreshwaterò
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ISAN database

ñFreshwaterò has 

2 versions
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ISAN database

Version of 

ñFreshwaterò for 

Discovery Channel 

with US narration
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Identifying ISAN in digital media

Demonstrations by

ÁRégis Flad (ISAN-IA)

ˈdigital streams and HCCB barcodes

ÁPavlo Barvinko & Hans van de Ven (Philips)

ˈMediaHedge digital fingerprints
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Benefits to your business of using ISAN 

ÁUnique, global identification of your AV content.

ÁAbility to track & monitor the use of your content and ensure you are 
getting the full income due. 

ÁEnhanced Copyright protection.

ÁMaximising the value of Rights for Content Owners.

ÁAssists Contributors receive their full entitlement.
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ISAN UK ïRegistrant Services & Pricing

ÁAccount Registration - there is an £80 charge for opening an account.

Á ISAN registration - an individual ISAN registration is £10.50 

ÁV-ISAN registration - an individual version V- ISAN registration is £3.00 

Bulk discount can be negotiated for large volumes and AV catalogues.
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More Information

Please contact;

Á Clive Bishop (General Manager)

ISAN UK Ltd

2nd Floor, 1 Procter Street, London WC1V 6DW

Á e: clive.bishop@isan.org.uk t:  +44 (0)20 7067 4391 w:  www.isan.org 


